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John 21:1-19 Jesus Appears to the Disciples in Galilee 

 

The disciples are confused many times in all of the Gospels, but I would 

argue that what we heard this morning may be the first time they are lost. In our 

Gospel reading last week we heard about Jesus also coming to see the disciples, 

we heard about doubting Thomas, and then we get what would seem to be the 

ending of the story. In my Bible the title over the last part of our Gospel reading is 

“The Purpose of this Book” which seems like a good place to end. The two verses 

read, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 

have life in his name.” To which you would think, GREAT, thank you. That is all I 

need. Right? But we continue with the reading from today of Jesus coming to 

seven of the disciples. Therefore, this Gospel reading is sometimes referred to as 

the epilogue of John. Which leads to the question of, why do we need an 

epilogue?  

 As I mentioned already, the disciples are lost here. Jesus had already seen 

them in Jerusalem and commissioned them. “As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.” Go! Build my church. He breathed on them and told them to receive the 



Holy Spirit. They have been told what to do. But…but here we find them back in 

Galilee. Back to their old familiar home and familiar ways. They are back to fishing 

for fish, not for people. Without their teacher, their Rabbi with them to guide the 

way, they have not become the apostles, they have retreated to old ways with 

empty nets. But it is here, when they have not fulfilled their commission that 

Jesus appears for the last time. For the last time, Jesus directs them on where to 

cast the net and bring in a feast. Jesus then speaks to Peter directly about his 

commission. In the same way that Peter denies Christ three times, Christ here 

asks Peter three times whether he loves him and also gives him his orders. Feed 

my lambs. Tend my sheep. Feed my sheep. And then lastly…lastly, he tells him to 

“Follow me.” Gird up your lions Peter, it’s go time.  

 Jesus knows about Peter’s failings. He knew he would deny him during the 

Passion. He knew that Peter would retreat from his commission and he knew that 

he needed an extra push to become the apostle and the rock of the church. Even 

with all his flaws, he loved Peter and knew that showing him love in action was 

the only way to get him to do the same. Follow me. Follow my example. In life as 

an apostle and as mentioned in the reading, in his death on the cross in Rome. 

Follow me, Peter. Go! Go! Go!  



 This morning we also heard the conversion of Saul on the road to 

Damascus. Turns out, just like St. Peter, St. Paul also needed some intervention 

from Jesus to find his path as an apostle. Jesus appears to the man that denied 

him three times during his persecution and murder AND to the man that was 

hunting down and literally killing his church. These two men are loved by Jesus 

and put in action for his Church. The two greatest apostles are found in error, lost, 

and are loved by Jesus and given their commission. Jesus says, here is what you 

are supposed to be doing with your lives…follow me. In this way, Jesus once again 

is flipping the world upside down. In his last direct actions we see in the New 

Testament, Jesus shows extreme love to two people who our human side would 

have understood if he never wanted anything to do with.  

 So why are these actions told to us in the Gospel of John and the Book of 

Acts? Why is there an epilogue in John? Because Jesus knows and loves us too. 

Jesus knows we will fail. In that same commission that we are given, we will 

retreat to what is familiar and easy. When we do this, we are still loved. We are 

also encouraged to take courage and act.  

 For both Peter and Paul, I find comfort in their struggle. They both are given 

a commission directly from Jesus and they still need some time to take action. For 



Peter, it is relatively short time it seems, but still significant that he needed a 

second conversation with God incarnate before he had the courage to act. For 

Paul, he gets his commission and starts to preach and praise Jesus immediately 

but then he is given a break, or almost a curing period. Paul goes to Jerusalem 

after Damascus, but in the Book of Acts we are told Jesus tells him in the Temple 

that he needs to leave the city and the other disciples send him back home to 

Tarsus. Then Paul spends around 10 years back home in Tarsus presumably as a 

tent maker like his father. In NT Wright’s biography on Paul, he makes the point 

that Paul needs this curing time to develop himself into the evangelist to the 

Gentiles that he eventually becomes. Think about it. You get a direct commission 

from the Son of God, you are filled with passion and conviction, and your new 

buddies send you off to convince all your old high school classmates! That will 

give you the experience needed in the power of influence and persuasion. “Oh, 

there’s Paul again. Thirty pieces of silver he wants to talk to us about Jesus.” …The 

point being, that when Barnabas comes to get Paul, to go on his mission, he is 

ready. Jesus knew what Peter and Paul needed.  

God knows us too and we are never truly lost. Any failed attempts we have 

had in the past do not need to hold us back on what is in front of us now. We are 



called to act and to follow Jesus. Trust that God will guide us to where the net 

needs to be thrown so we can catch what we need to feed God’s sheep. Amen.  


